GRAMMAR


PUNCH THE PERIODPRIVATE 


RELAY STORYTELLING & SENTENCE SKILLS

Objective:

To learn not to begin sentences with "And..", "So..", "But", "Also", "Well…", "Then.." and to use transition words instead; to add on logically to a story and use compound sentence structure.  

Method:
Two teams are needed - each with 4 or 5 students.  Teams come to the front of the room and line up on opposite sides of the center.  A student from one team goes to the center and begins a story.  The student is allowed to contribute 2 sentences only, and after each sentence h/she must say "period", and "punch" it with her fist.  That student goes to the end of the line or sits down, and a student from the opposite team continues.  Each student is allowed 2 sentences only, and the sentences must add on logically to the story.  The teams keep alternating until all students have gone.  The last student is asked to give the story an ending. 

The rules of the game are that no sentences can begin with "And.." "So..", "But..", "Well…" "Also,…", and only one "Then.." is allowed per team.  Students can, however, use words like so, and,  but in the middle of a sentence because it makes it a compound sentence.  "Punching" the period at the end of each sentence lets us know when the student has finished their senctence.  Students are also not allowed to say "ummmm" or take too long.  Put rules on the board and keep score by giving points to the opposite team whenever mistakes are made.  

TRANSITION WORDS:  To help students use transition words instead of "Then" or "So" to begin each sentence, ask a student to sit in front of the storyteller holding a poster of transition words.  Storytellers can look at this poster to help them choose different words with which to begin their sentences.  Hearing these words spoken also reinforces their use to the students in the "audience" who are listeners.

VARIATION: PUNCH THE PERIOD.
If students are having a hard time speaking one complete sentence, have the whole class say "PERIOD" whenever they think the speaker has come to a natural pause and the whole class can "punch" it. 
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