NARRATIVE

PANTOMIME ADD-ONS


Objective:
To identify story outlines from pantomimes;




to create a Beg (Who), Middle (Problem)




and End (Solution)
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Method:

Students sit in a circle on the floor.  One person comes up and starts a physical activity, pantomiming it (no talking).  As other students guess what the actor is doing they raise their hand, and when called on, go up and join or add on to the activity.  They may do the same activity the first actor is doing, or they may add on as another logical component of the activity.  

Example:  One person may go up and pantomime fishing.  Another student may come up and start fishing also.  A third person may go up and row a boat, signaling that the 2 fisherman are fishing out of a boat.  A fourth person may go up and be a fish, getting caught.  Another student may become a mosquito that bites the fisherman; another person the sun.  Five or six students up at one time is probably enough.

After each pantomime, discuss with students what happened.  WHO was the story pantomime about?  Was there a problem?  How was it solved?  Then, ask a student to start another activity, and this time call out FREEZE once there are 2 actors pantomiming.  Check in with the group as to what they are pantomiming.  Ask for someone to come up and pantomime a problem.  Unfreeze the action and let it play out a minute or so, then call out FREEZE again.  Identify the problem, and ask for another volunteer to come up and solve it.  Unfreeze the action, and add more students as needed to solve the problem.  Students cannot talk, but the teacher can call out suggestions as to what is needed to resolve the problem.

Writing Follow-up:  Choose one of the pantomimes and ask the group to write a 3-paragraph story on what happened, adding more details if they like.  The first paragraph is the WHO & WHERE, the 2nd paragraph is THE PROBLEM, and the 3rd paragraph is the SOLUTION.
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